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Reggio Emilia Approach….. 

The Reggio Emilia approach to early childhood education views young 
children as individuals who are curious about their world and have the 

powerful potential to learn from all that surrounds them.  



The Reggio approach follows four major principles. These are: 

Principle 1: Emergent Curriculum 

Principle 2: In-Depth Projects 

Principle 3: Representational Development  

Principle 4: Collaboration 



Principle 1 : Emergent Curriculum 
A classroom’s curriculum comes from the interests of children. We come up with 

curriculum/project topics  by talking with children and also their families, as well as 
topics that are naturally interesting to children (bugs, dinosaurs, plants, etc). 

Teachers compare notes and observations in their planning sessions to decide 
which projects would be best suited to children in their class, what materials will be 

needed, and how they can encourage parents and the community (others in our 
building also) to become involved



Principle 2: In-Depth Projects 

 Projects are a  thorough study of concepts and ideas based on the information 
that is gathered about children’s interests. Projects can last anywhere from a 

week or two to the entire school year. Teachers act as advisors, helping children 
decide in which direction they would like to take their project, how they can 

represent what they learn, and what materials would be needed for their final 
project. 



Principle 3: Representational Development 
The Reggio Emilia approach calls for the presentation of new ideas and 

concepts in a variety of  forms, this could be things such as print, art, drama, 
music, puppetry, and so on. By providing a variety of options, this  helps to 

ensure that all children have the chance to understand and connect with the 
learning concepts being explored. 



Principle 4: Collaboration 
 Collaboration is needed to help  advance each child’s development. We use 

both large and small  group times to encourage the children to work together to 
learn to problem-solve, make comparisons, and other important needed skills.  

This will allow for ach child’s voice to be heard which will help to promote a 
sense of belonging.  



The Teacher’s Role:  
              Teachers play a dual role in the Reggio Emilia classroom. 

 

Their primary role is to learn alongside children, becoming involved in group 
learning experiences as a guide and resource.



The Classroom as a Teacher: 
The classroom is referred to as the “third teacher” in Reggio schools. Much like the 

Montessori approach, great care is taken in creating the  environment which allows for 
the easy exploration of various interests.



Project Based Approach... 

The Project Approach: 

●  An in-depth look at  a topic that is child or teacher-initiated and involves an 
individual, a group of children, or the whole class.  

●  A project may be short-term or long-term depending on interest of the children 

●  Project work follows an unpredictable path based on the interests of particular 
children 



So what is the Reggio Influenced Project Based Approach Look Like 
for Us 

1.We combine the pieces from Reggio and the Project Approach that we can 

2.We decided in what order we wanted to tackle the changes to our environment,    

       curriculum, collaboration 

3.We are only approximately 1 year into this model 

4.We first focused on our classroom environment 

       what could we change and what did we not have control over 

5. What would we need/was it doable 

6. We then moved into small projects 

7. Lesson planning and foundations is where we are now 
 



Classroom Environment:  

We decided to start with our environment 
 
 We added more natural elements to our spaces- plants, wood items, baskets, 
classroom pets 

We added more soft areas- pillows, rugs, comfy chair, curtains 

We added an art studio area (while numbers are down, once they go back up we will   

       Modify this area accordingly) 

We changed how we used our wall space 

Brought in some technology into our classroom-tablets 

     





Our First Big Project  
and How it Came to Be 



The Ocean Project 



Lesson planning and Indiana Early Learning Foundations-  
 



The How and Why we decided to make the change.. 
●  New teachers- I had newer teachers at the time and they were on occasion having 

trouble filling in their lesson plans- so in trying to help them I remembered this 
training I had previously had so we tried it.  

●  Using the Web Model and Collaboration we found it was an easier way for everyone's 
voice and ideas to be heard and shared. 

●  Using the Web Model the teachers said they found it much easier to complete their 
lesson plans with more intention and a larger variety of activities. 

●  We are just starting to add the Foundations to our lesson plans and we are finding 
this method for us, is making it easier for us to track and document which 
Foundations we have covered and which ones we have not. 

●  Overall this method is allowing us to be more intentional and more Child Centered in 
our classrooms 

 



The Warm Water Portion of the 
Project 



Shark 

Great white shark facts from our classroom 
word wall.  

Measuring and comparing our size 
to the average size of a great white 
shark.  



Shark 



Jellyfish 



Sea Monsters 

Making our own sea monsters 



Starfish and Seahorses 



Mermaids/ Mermen and Clams 



Crabs and Lobsters 



Crabs and Lobsters 

Painting seashells that were collected from the beach to make crabs.  



Clownfish, Fish and Sea Turtles 



Clownfish, Fish and Sea Turtles 



Octopus 



Coral 



The Classroom: 

Final Project Pictures for 
Warm Water Ocean













The Cold Water Portion 



Beluga Whale 



Term 5 Do we continue with Ocean or will they 
want something new  



New Project: This is where we are with our new 
project 



Planting Seeds



Our First Seeds 



Partnership/ Virtual Field Trip with Well Watered 
Farms out of Michigan 
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